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15 July 2013 

 

Mr Sam Haddad 
Director General 
Department of Planning and Infrastructure 
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 

 

Dear Mr Haddad 

 

Nyngan Solar Plant Project 
SSD-5355 

I refer to the Executive Director’s letter dated 9 July 2013 referring the above application to the 
Planning Assessment Commission for determination under Ministerial delegation. 

Ms Gabrielle Kibble and I constituted the Commission for the Project. I chaired the Commission. 
The Commission carefully considered the application and the Department’s Assessment Report 
and associated documents.  

Government agencies, including Bogan Shire Council, provided comments which have been 
addressed through the assessment resulting in no significant objection to proposed solar plant.  

During consideration of this project, the Bogan Shire Council Mayor, Councillor Ray Donald, 
advised the Commission that following further discussion with the proponent, Council was 
satisfied with the project proposal and raised no further concerns. 

One public objection was received raising concerns including loss of amenity, marketability of 
properties and upgrade to nearby infrastructure. The Commission considers these concerns 
were adequately addressed within the Department’s assessment report. 

The Department’s Assessment Report identified the following key issues for assessment:  
 Biodiversity; 
 Noise; and 
 Visual impacts. 

 
The Assessment Report concluded that with the implementation of suitable mitigation measures 
in proposed management plans that the project can be conducted in an acceptable 
environmental manner.  A range of other conditions to monitor and manage potential impacts 
have also been recommended to address residual issues.  On balance, the Department 
considers the social, economic and environmental benefits of the proposal outweigh any 
residual impacts that may result from the proposal.  The project is recommended for approval 
subject to conditions. 

The Commission notes the Office of Environment and Heritage recommended an alternative 
watering point not be re-established should an existing dam to the south of the solar plant be 
removed, to minimise impact on sensitive fauna and flora species.  
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The Commission, while acknowledging this issue, notes that a dam may also provide water for 
environmental management benefits including dust suppression and bushfire fighting and 
believes provision of a replacement dam should not be explicitly prohibited. 

The Commission agrees with the conclusion in the Assessment Report subject to the 
modification of Part C, Condition C2 (p), the insertion of Part C, Condition C2 (q), Condition C3 
(e) (ix) and (x) and modification of Condition C4 (g) to ensure construction, operational and 
environmental impacts from the project are minimised. 

The Commission is satisfied that the Department’s recommended conditions, with the 
modifications identified above, have adequately addressed the identified issues and the 
recommendation to grant conditional approval is reasonable.   

The file and signed instrument of approval are returned.  

Yours sincerely 

 
Brian Gilligan 
Chair 
Planning Assessment Commission 
 
cc.  Mr Brad Hazzard MP 
  Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
  Minister Assisting the Premier on Infrastructure NSW 
  Level 33 Governor Macquarie Tower 
  1 Farrer Place  
  SYDNEY NSW 2000 


