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AGL’s Camden Gas Project demonstrates how AGL can cooperatively 
and successfully work with the local community and coexist with various 
land users. By undertanding the geology in the area, AGLhas identified 
locations to access the coal seam by drilling horizontally directly into 
the coal seam (horizontal drilling or surface to inseam). This reduces the 
number of wells and minimise surface disturbance.

What is coal seam gas?
Coal seam gas (CSG) occurs naturally in underground coal seams 
between 200 and 1,000 metres below the earth’s surface. In the project 
area the Bulli and Balgownie coal seams are  targeted which are between 
600-800 metres below the earth’s surface. The gas is held in the 
‘fractures’ or natural cleats of the underground coal seams by water and 
pressure, and is released by drilling into the coal seam and pumping the 
water out.

Drilling for gas in Camden.
A variety of technologies are available for the drilling of wells within the 
project area, ranging from vertical, directional, and horizontal drilling 
techniques. In establishing the most appropriate drilling technique 
for each well surface location, geotechnical issues must firstly be 
considered, followed by a range of environmental issues and needs of the 
landowners.

Horizontal drilling.
A horizontal well is first drilled vertically from the surface and gradually 
angles out to intersect and run through the coal seam. Once the coal 
seam is intersected, the upper portion of the well bore is cased and 
pressure cemented. A smaller hole is subsequently drilled horizontally 
into the coal seams for upto 2,500 metres. Horizontal drilling into 
the coal seam is a form of stimulating the coal to increase conductive 
pathways from the coal seam into the well and to the surface. This 
technique also eliminates the need to hydrualically fracture stimulate the 
coal seam to enhance production. 

 Co-existence with livestock.

About us
Formed in 1837, AGL Energy Ltd is 
Australia’s largest renewable energy 
company, selling natural gas, electricity 
and energy related services to 3.5 
million customers across NSW, SA, VIC, 
and QLD.

AGL is committed to creating a 
sustainable energy future for our 
customers, investors and  communities. 
The company is Australia’s largest 
private owner, operator and developer 
of renewable generation assets. AGL is 
expanding its natural gas exploration 
and production to faciliate long term 
supplies for its domestic customers.

For more Information
If you would like to know more about 
our operations in Camden please 
contact the Camden Gas Project team.



Camden Gas Project .
AGL’s Camden Gas Project currently consists of 144 wells (as at October 2012), approximately 100 kilometres 
of low-pressure underground gas gathering lines and the Rosalind Park Gas Plant. AGL employs approximately 
60 full time employees and contractors in the Macarthur region and 40% of our suppliers are locally based. The 
project has been producing gas for the Sydney region since 2001, and currently supplies around 5% of the NSW 
gas market.

AGL understands that it is important to let the community know about the project and does that in a number of 
ways including  through our website, open days, particpating in community events, local newspapers, letterbox 
drops and the Camden Community Consultative Committee which includes representatives of Councils, 
environment groups and community members. 
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How to find out more:

Visit:  agl.com.au/camdengasproject
Contact:  Jenny O’Brien, Community Relations Manager
Phone:  (02) 9921 2154
Email:  jenny.obrien@agl.com.au


