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New air and water monitoring 
program to ease community 
concerns about coal seam gas
The purpose of this update is to share with you the details of AGL’s new air and 
water monitoring program for Wollondilly, Campbelltown and Camden. The program 
uses the latest science and equipment, and the advice of trusted experts on topics 
of concern, to capture the information the community expects to see on the 
impacts of our operation. 

Protecting our air 
AGL understands there is community concern 
about the possibility that methane could leak 
from our wells or gas plant into the air. We 
take these concerns seriously and we regularly 
check our pipelines and equipment to ensure 
there are no leaks.   

But your feedback has been clear - this simply 
does not go far enough in addressing your 
concerns. 

AGL has listened to your feedback and this 
week AGL announced the Camden Gas Project 
will become the first coal seam gas project 
in New South Wales to monitor for methane 
emissions in the atmosphere. 

An air monitoring program has been 
developed with the New South Wales 
Office of the Chief Scientist & Engineer, 
Office of New South Wales Land and Water 
Commissioner, the Environment Protection 
Authority, and the Department of Planning 
and Infrastructure. 

External consultants will record methane 
content of the air in select locations across 
our project area and analyse if that methane 
came from coal, landfill, agriculture, industrial 
or natural sources. 

This enhanced monitoring will mean the 
Wollondilly, Campbelltown and Camden 
communities will have access to more 
information than ever before on their air 
quality.

Protecting our water 
Water monitoring bores, one part of AGL’s 
water monitoring program, helps AGL 
understand changes in the water beneath the 
ground. AGL has three water monitoring bores 
in place and will fast track plans to install eight 
more. 

AGL will also increase the frequency of water 
quality sampling at the monitoring bores, 
and expand the type of analysis performed. 
This means any changes in the water will be 
detected, and acted on, more quickly.

Sharing the findings
This program directly responds to community 
feedback and concerns about air and water 
quality and recognises your need for more 
information, more regularly, about our 
operations.

AGL will be seeking input on monitoring 
locations for the emissions testing program 
and how the result of monitoring should 
shared more broadly.

Finally this program shows that AGL is 
using the latest science and equipment, and 
working with trusted experts to capture the 
information the community expects to see on 
our operations. 

For more information, or to 
tell us your thoughts, please:
visit agl.com.au/camden 
or contact Jenny O’Brien, 
Community Relations 
Manager, on 
t: (02) 9921 2154 or
e: jenny.obrien@agl.com.au

Fast Facts:
 > Coal seam gas is natural 

gas trapped in coal seams 
beneath the earth’s surface.

 > Coal seam gas supplies one-
third of the natural gas used 
in Eastern Australia.

 > AGL is extracting coal seam 
gas to meet the needs of our 
700,000 New South Wales 
customers - these are 
homes and businesses that 
rely on gas.

External experts: AGL will increase the number of 
monitoring sites.

More testing: AGL’s water monitoring activities will 
increase.

Camden 
Gas Project 
Community 
update.


