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Appendix K Acoustic Terminology
‘A’ Weighted Frequency filter applied to measured noise levels to represent how humans hear

sounds.

Ambient Noise Total noise at a site comprising all sources such as industry, traffic, domestic, and
natural noises.

Attended
Measurement

Measurements that are attended by a person and measured with a sound level meter.

dB(A) ‘A’ Weighted overall sound pressure level.

Impulsiveness Noise that comprises distinct impulses in the noise (bangs, clicks, clatters, or thumps)
etc.

Intermittent Stopping and starting at irregular intervals.

LAeq The ‘A’ Weighted energy-averaged noise level over the measurement period.

LAeq, 1hour The energy-averaged level of the total noise measured without adjustment for the
character of the noise (e.g. tonal or impulsive), over a period of 1 hour.

LAr, 1hour The noise level of the component of the total noise that can be specifically identified
by acoustical means which is associated with the noise from mining operations and
shall be measured with an adjustment for the character of the noise (tonal or
impulsive) over a period of 1 hour.

Lmax Maximum noise level of the measurement period.

L10 Noise level exceeded for 10% of the measurement period. The L10 represents the
intrusive noise level and is often used to represent traffic/ music noise.

L90 Noise level exceeded for 90% of the measurement period. This represents the
background noise level excluding nearby sources.

Lw(A) ‘A’ Weighted sound power level, measured in dB(A).

Tonality As a general rule, a prominent tonal component may be detected in one-third octave
spectra if the level of a one-third octave band exceeds the level of the adjacent bands
by 5 dB or more.

Unattended
Measurement

Measurements that are taken by a noise logger at a given location unattended.




