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15.0 Socio-Economic Assessment

15.1 Introduction and Approach
This chapter provides a summary of the Socio-Economic Impact Assessment for the Coopers Gap Wind Farm
(ERM, 2008c).  The following discussion on socio-economic factors has been updated where necessary to reflect
changes to the project since 2008.

The ERM report used relevant 2006 Census data for demographic profiles of the study area.  This is the most
recent Census information and has been used in this IAR.

Demographic Census data for the Kingaroy and Wambo Statistical Local Areas (SLAs) is provided in this
assessment, and is taken to be representative of the Coopers Gap Wind Farm study area.  The geographic extent
of these SLAs, in relation to the Coopers Gap Wind Farm study area, is shown in Map 15.1 (Appendix A).

15.2 Legislative Requirements and Policy
The following planning documents contain objectives, policies and strategies for social and economic
development within the Coopers Gap Wind Farm study area:

 Draft Wide Bay Burnett Regional Plan;
 Surat Basin Future Directions Statement;
 Draft Surat Basin Regional Planning Framework;
 Wambo Shire Planning Scheme; and
 Kingaroy Planning Scheme.

Although the regional planning frameworks are not presently statutory, and the Coopers Gap Wind Farm is being
assessed under the CID process, it is important to ensure that the project generally advances the social and
economic development of the area.

15.3 Description of Environmental Values
15.3.1 Introduction

As identified in section 15.1, the SLAs encompassing the Coopers Gap Wind Farm study area are Kingaroy and
Wambo.  Data presented in the following sections are summaries of the information contained within ERM (2008).
For the purposes of this chapter, the “Project Area” refers to the SLAs of Kingaroy and Wambo.

Kingaroy is within the South Burnett Regional Council Local Government Area (LGA).  The former Shire of
Kingaroy, to which the Kingaroy Planning Scheme still applies, contained the townships of Kingaroy, Kumbia and
Wooroolin.  Peanut and navy bean industries are well-established in the area, in addition to a growing wine
industry.  Kingaroy is the primary service centre of the former shire, and services in the area include a commercial
aerodrome, hospital, aged care facilities, a number of shopping areas, government services and a public
swimming pool.

The Wambo district is within the Western Downs Regional Council LGA.  The former Shire of Wambo, to which
the Wambo Shire Planning Scheme still applies, contained the townships of Jandowae, Bell, Kaimkillenbun,
Warra, Jimbour, Macalister and Mowbullan.  Agricultural uses predominantly include cattle grazing, cotton and
grain growing.
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15.3.2 Demographic Profile

Age Profile

Table 52 demonstrates that when compared with Queensland and Australia, the project area is characterised by a
relatively high proportion of people aged 0-14 and 50+, but a relatively low proportion of people aged 15-49.

Table 52: Age profile of the project area, Queensland and Australia (Source: ABS, 2006).

Age Group 2001 Census 2006 Census

Project
Area

QLD Australia Project
Area

QLD Australia

0-4 7.4% 6.8% 6.6% 7.2% 6.6% 6.3%

5-14 16.6% 14.5% 14.2% 15.8% 14.1% 13.5%

15-24 11.8% 13.7% 13.7% 11.5% 13.8% 13.7%

25-34 11.8% 14.1% 14.5% 11.1% 13.4% 13.5%

35-49 22.0% 22.0% 22.3% 21.2% 21.9% 22.1%

50-59 12.6% 12.4% 11.8% 13.8% 12.9% 12.8%

60-69 8.4% 7.9% 7.7% 9.4% 8.7% 8.6%

70-84 7.7% 7.4% 7.7% 8.2% 7.2% 7.9%

85+ 1.7% 1.2% 1.4% 1.8% 1.4% 1.6%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Household Characteristics

Table 53 shows that the project area is characterised by comparably high property ownership, with a relatively
lower proportion of residents owning a mortgage than within Queensland and Australia.  The study area also
contains a higher proportion of family households, and fewer group households than both Queensland and
Australia.

Table 53: Household Characteristics of the project area, Queensland and Australia (Source: ABS, 2006).

Characteristic Project
Area

QLD Australia

Ownership

Fully Owned 37.9% 30.7% 33.5%

Being Purchased 37.3% 39.8% 40.5%

Rented 22.8% 21.1% 23.6%

Occupancy

Family Household 75.0% 72.7% 71.7%

Lone Person
Household

22.7% 22.8% 24.4%

Group Household 2.3% 4.5% 3.9%
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Employment and Income

Table 54 demonstrates that the project area contains a relatively high proportion of managers and labourers, but
relatively low proportions of professionals and clerical workers when compared with Queensland and Australia.

Table 54: Occupation Characteristics of the work force for the project area, Queensland and Australia (Source: ABS, 2006).

Occupation Characteristic Project
Area

QLD Australia

Managers 23.7% 12.4% 13.2%

Technicians and Trades 14.0% 15.4% 14.4%

Professional 11.3% 17.1% 19.8%

Clerical, Administrative and Sales 19.1% 25.1% 24.8%

Labourers 15.3% 11.9% 10.5%

Machinery Operators and Drivers 7.6% 7.2% 6.6%

Community and Personal Service Workers 7.4% 8.8% 8.8%

15.3.3 Tourism

Tourism is a potential growth industry in the WDRC and SBRC areas.  Presently, notable tourist destinations in
the region include:

 Jandowae – an early timber town;
 The Bunya Mountains National Park – attracting bush walkers, hikers and country market-goers; and
 More than 20 wineries and cellar doors.

15.4 Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures
The Coopers Gap Wind Farm has the potential to have a significant influence on the socio-economic environment
of the project area and wider region.  Potential impacts associated with the project are wide-ranging, and may
relate to:

 Population and housing;
 Land values;
 Employment;
 Income;
 Local economy;
 Tourism; and
 Community (traffic, access, use of land, visual, etc.).

15.4.1 Population and Housing

It is anticipated that all habitable residential dwellings within and adjacent to the Coopers Gap Wind Farm will
remain habitable during construction and operation of the project.

Construction workers are likely to be sourced from local areas where possible, and any additional workers will be
accommodated in local towns in proximity to the site (such as Bell, Kingaroy or Dalby).  During construction of the
project, it is likely that up to 200 construction workers will be required over two years; comprising civil, electrical
and wind turbine contractors.  As local workers will be preferred for construction, it is not expected that the
introduction of non-local construction workers will result in anything more than a temporary and minor local impact
on the population.
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During operation of the Coopers Gap Wind Farm, it is likely that one full-time job will be required for every 4-6
wind turbines.  Consequently, it is expected that the project will generate approximately 20 full-time jobs
throughout the operational life of the wind farm.  These maintenance jobs are generally provided to local people
seeking employment, who are trained appropriately by the proponent.

15.4.2 Land Values

The Coopers Gap Wind Farm is not expected to have an adverse impact on land values in the study area.  ERM
(2008) note a paucity of studies undertaken in Australia relating to impacts of wind farms on land values; however
a number of overseas studies can be used for reference:

 Renewable Energy Policy Project, USA (2003);
 Danish Institute of Local Government Studies (1996); and
 Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, UK (2004).

These reference studies contain no clear evidence that wind farms have a negative impact on land values.
Although these examples are international, it is reasonable to expect that the value of land near wind farms in
Australia will not be significantly impacted.  However, it should be noted that properties with turbines are likely to
experience a rise in land value for the operational life of the wind farm.

With appropriate planning controls (i.e. the application of operational noise criteria) and mitigation measures in
place for the Coopers Gap Wind Farm, it is anticipated that land values will not be adversely affected in the long-
term.

15.4.3 Employment and Income

Employment

The Coopers Gap Wind Farm project is expected to create approximately 200 full-time jobs during the
construction phase, while approximately 20 full-time jobs are likely to be created for the operational phase.  AGL
seeks to employ local people for the construction and operation jobs where possible, and is committed to ensuring
these workers are skilled-up where necessary.

Impacts upon existing agricultural practices within the Coopers Gap Wind Farm study area are anticipated to be
minimal, and largely restricted to the sites of installed infrastructure.  Construction activities will need to be
coordinated with the landowners directly involved with the project to minimise disruptions to their existing
agricultural activities.  In the long-term, these landowners will benefit from improved access around their
properties due to the access roads constructed for the wind farm.

Income

Land owners that are involved with the Coopers Gap Wind Farm project (i.e. those with turbines on their property)
will receive financial benefits from the proponent during the construction and operation of the wind farm.  These
financial benefits will be in addition to those generated from their agricultural activities, and will be administered
through agreements to lease.

It is anticipated that the construction and operational workforces employed for the Coopers Gap Wind Farm will
provide some localised financial benefits to the local area, through spending on goods and services.

Local Economy

ERM (2008) estimates that for the life of the project, the Coopers Gap Wind Farm will contribute approximately $4
million annually (2008 dollars) into the local economy.  This figure is based on anticipated licence payments,
rates, community support and employment salaries.
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The capital cost value of the Coopers Gap Wind Farm is estimated to be approximately $800 million, inclusive of
turbine components, civil and electrical installation costs, and supply of equipment.  Whilst wind turbines are
imported from overseas, a significant proportion of the capital cost would be spent within the surrounding region.

It is expected that the Coopers Gap Wind Farm will have a positive impact on the local economy throughout
construction and operational phases.

Tourism

ERM (2008) state that the Coopers Gap Wind Farm is likely to have a positive impact on tourism within the region.
AusWEA provide examples from 2002 that indicate tourist interest in wind farms in Australia.  These include
examples such as:

 Albany (WA) – The Albany Wind Farm has become a popular tourist attraction, which is open to the public
every day of the year, and entry is free.  The wind farm features a large car-parking area, and many
boardwalks complemented by artwork and information panels (Verve Energy, 2006).  ERM (2008) state that
approximately 100,000 people visited the wind farm in 2003.

 Codrington (Vic) – As one of Victoria’s first wind farms, the Codrington Wind Farm has proved to be a
popular tourist attraction.  The wind farm includes a large car park and viewing platform.  Tourist interest in
the wind farm has instigated the Codrington Wind Farm Tours, which run up to 6 days per week, and offer
tourists an informative insight into the daily operations of the wind farm, and a detailed history of the farm on
which the wind farm is installed.

 Woolnorth (Tas) – A visit to the Woolnorth Wind Farm in Tasmania is part of a number of tours that are run
throughout the year and take tourists to places of interest in the north-west of the state.

 Toora (Vic) – The Toora Wind Farm in South Gippsland includes a viewing area which is frequented often by
busloads of tourists.

The Coopers Gap Wind Farm will be the most significant wind farm in Queensland when constructed.  As such, it
is anticipated that the level of tourist interest in the development will be high, and is likely to reflect the examples
provided above.  It is expected that the Coopers Gap Wind Farm will become an additional attraction for tourists
within the South Burnett and Western Downs Regional Council areas, and that local enterprise opportunities will
exist for business owners that would like to capitalise on the likely influx of tourists into the area.

15.5 Conclusion
The Coopers Gap Wind Farm is expected to have a largely positive impact on population and housing,
employment, income, economy and tourism within the surrounding area.

No long-term impacts on land values are anticipated to result from the construction or operation of the wind farm.

Being a relatively significant project within the region and the State, the Coopers Gap Wind Farm provides an
opportunity for the wider community to benefit from the project through up-skilling and employment during
construction and operation.

Regionally, state-wide and nationally, the project will contribute to the achievement of legislation and policy
around renewable energy generation and ecologically sustainable development.




