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23.0 Conclusion
This IAR has presented a description of the Coopers Gap Wind Farm project and has outlined the intent to
achieve designation for the project through the CID process under the SP Act.  This IAR has described the
applicable legislation and policy as they relate to specific environmental elements.  Based on this, potential
environmental impacts associated with the project have been identified, and mitigation measures recommended
to avoid, minimise and manage these potential impacts.  Finally, a Draft Environmental Management Plan has
been prepared, identifying specific measures that should be employed during the detailed design, construction
and operational phases of the project to manage any potential environmental impacts.

The Coopers Gap Wind Farm is a renewable energy project that, if constructed, would help achieve the goals and
targets around renewable energy and ecologically sustainable development contained within international,
Commonwealth and State legislation, policy and agreements.  The project is also aligned with regional and local
planning initiatives.  This IAR establishes that the Coopers Gap Wind Farm will be developed in accordance with
all relevant legislation, and in compliance with the Draft NWFD Guidelines and CID Guidelines.

Wind farm infrastructure is the least expensive form of renewable energy, and experience (both internationally
and within Australia) shows that wind farms are compatible with existing land uses.  This IAR concludes that the
Coopers Gap Wind Farm is unlikely to have any significant adverse impacts on the natural environment,
surrounding land uses or the community.  Any potential impacts are expected to be minor in nature and
manageable through appropriate mitigation strategies.

In addition to far-reaching benefits associated with the generation of renewable energy, the Coopers Gap Wind
Farm is also expected to have a number of beneficial impacts at the local and regional scales.  These include
financial benefits for landowners, creation of a significant number of locally-sourced jobs during the construction
and operational phases, potential for local contractors to be involved in the project, opportunities for the local
accommodation and service sectors, and possible tourism associated with the operational wind farm.




