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3.0 Community Infrastructure Designation

3.1 Background
AGL is seeking to achieve designation for the Coopers Gap Wind Farm as community infrastructure in
accordance with Chapter 5 of the SP Act.  CID provides for the forward identification of land for community
infrastructure in order to facilitate the integration of land use and infrastructure planning, and the efficient and
cost-effective provision of the infrastructure.

Under section 200 of the SP Act, a Minister may designate land for community infrastructure prescribed under a
regulation.  Schedule 2 of the Sustainable Planning Regulation 2009 (SP Reg) identifies development that can be
classified as community infrastructure.  This classification includes operating works under the Electricity Act 1994.
Section 12(3)(a) of the Electricity Act 1994 defines “operating works” for a generation entity as the generating
plant, fuel stocks, electrical and other property used for generating electricity or connecting supply to a
transmission grid or supply network.

According to this definition, CID can be sought by AGL for the Coopers Gap Wind Farm, including any access
roads, electrical reticulation systems (underground and overhead), substations and other associated infrastructure
for the project.

In accordance with section 201 of the SP Act, land may be designated for community infrastructure only if the
designator (in this instance, the Minister for Energy) is satisfied that the community infrastructure will:

a) Facilitate the implementation of legislation and policies about environmental protection or ecological
sustainability; or

b) Facilitate the efficient allocation of resources; or
c) Satisfy statutory requirements or budgetary commitments of the State or Local Government for the supply of

community infrastructure; or
d) Satisfy the community’s expectations for the efficient and timely supply of the infrastructure.

It is anticipated that the Coopers Gap Wind Farm will advance items a), b) and d) above.

AGL understands that pursuant to section 207 of the SP Act, before designating land the Minister must be
satisfied that: (for the development, the subject of the proposed designation)

a) Adequate environmental assessment has been carried out; and
b) In carrying out environmental assessment under paragraph (a), there was adequate public consultation; and
c) Adequate account has been taken of issues raised during the public consultation.

3.2 Environmental Assessment and Consultation Procedures under the
CID Guidelines

Section 207 (3)(a) of the SP Act states that one way of meeting the assessment requirements outlined above is to
adopt the assessment process outlined in the Guidelines about Environmental Assessment and Public
Consultation Procedures for Designating Land for Community Infrastructure (the CID Guidelines) (DLGPSR,
2006).

The Environmental Assessment and Consultation Procedures under the CID Guidelines are divided into six (6)
discrete steps, beginning with the preparation of an Initial Assessment Report (this report), and concluding with
the forwarding of the Final Assessment Report to the Minister for a determination on designation.  These six steps
are detailed in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: The CID Process
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3.2.1 Step 1 – Preparation of Initial Assessment Report

The purpose of the Initial Assessment Report is to present the findings from first-round assessment as a basis for
initial consultation.  This includes:

 Description of the proposed community infrastructure and the site within its context;
 Assessment of the environmental effects and ways of managing those effects;
 Identification of matters likely to be of concern to other parties; and
 Identification of State assessment requirements and applicable Commonwealth legislation.

3.2.2 Step 2 – Initial Consultation with Other Parties

As a minimum, the Initial Assessment Report prepared in step 1 is required to be given to the relevant Local
Governments and relevant public sector entities.  Any other parties identified in the Initial Assessment Report are
also advised that a copy of that report is available for viewing, purchase or access via a website.  If practicable
considering the number of parties involved, advice is given by name and in writing to each party, otherwise by an
alternative means such as public notice or letterbox drop.  “Other parties” can include local landowners, members
of the surrounding community, conservation or interest groups, and any other person or group with an interest in a
particular aspect of the project.

Written submissions are invited from all parties within a period of at least 15 business days from the date the
advice is given.  Any other consultation considered appropriate may also be undertaken.

3.2.3 Step 3 – Finalisation of Initial Assessment Report for Public Notification and Second
Consultation with Stakeholders

The Initial Assessment Report prepared in step 1 is modified and added to, as appropriate, following step 2, and
includes:

 A list of the parties consulted (subject to their permission);
 A summary of all submissions and the account taken of the issues raised;
 Any further assessment of environmental effects of the proposal;
 Any additional strategies for managing the environmental effects; and
 A statement of any matters proposed to be included in the designation under the SP Act, section 202.

Section 202 of the SP Act states that the designations may include:

a) Requirements about works or the use of the land for the community infrastructure, including the height,
shape, bulk or location of the works on the land, vehicular access to the land, vehicular and pedestrian
circulation on the land, hours of operation of the use, landscaping on the land and ancillary uses of the land;
and

b) Other requirements designed to lessen the impacts of the works or the use of the land for community
infrastructure, including procedures for environmental management.

3.2.4 Step 4 – Public Notification and Second Consultation with Other Parties

The release of this assessment report coincides with the second formal round of consultation under the CID
process, involving as a minimum:

 The proposed designation of land for community infrastructure is notified in a newspaper;
 The owner of the land is given the same notice as in the newspaper; and
 If practicable considering the number of parties involved, each other party notified or given a copy of the

report in step 2 is given the same notice as in the newspaper, preferably by personal mail otherwise by
letterbox drop.
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The notice is given to the owner of the land and to each party at a time which coincides with the notice published
in the newspaper.  Written submissions are invited within a period of at least 15 business days taken from the day
of public notification or the day the notice is given, whichever occurs later.

3.2.5 Step 5 – Preparation of Final Assessment Report for Minister

Before the Revised Assessment Report in step 3 is finalised for the Minister, any public sector entity likely to be
affected by any changes to the proposal arising from consultation under step 4 is advised and comments invited.

Also, if there is a period of three months or more between giving a notice to the owner of the land under step 4
and forwarding a report to the Minister under this step 5:

 The owners’ names are checked to identify any change in ownership;
 Each new owner is given the same notice as previously placed in the newspaper except for the day by which

submissions may be made; and
 Each new owner has 15 business days from the date the notice is given to make a written submission.

The Final Assessment Report provided to the Minister incorporates the following:

 A summary of any changes to the proposal arising from the consultation;
 A copy of all submissions received in step 4;
 A summary of all submissions in step 4 and the account taken of issues raised;
 A statement of the expressed views of each relevant public sector entity and each relevant Local

Government; and
 A statement of any matters proposed to be included in the designation under the SP Act, section 202.

3.2.6 Step 6 – Forwarding of Final Assessment Report to the Minister to Proceed under the SP Act

The Final Assessment Report is forwarded to the Minister for consideration under the SP Act, section 207.  If the
Minister decides to designate, section 208 of the SP Act states what the Minister must do in relation to giving
notice of the designation.  Section 209 states that a notice is also to be given if the decision is not to proceed with
a proposed designation.

If the Minister decides to proceed with the designation, the following is sent to each principal submitter – the
summary of submissions and the account taken of the issues raised included in the Final Assessment Report in
step 5.  “Principal submitter” has the meaning given under the SP Act, Schedule 3, and is the person making a
one-person submission, or the person identified as the principal submitter of a submission made by more than
one person.

3.2.7 Checklist of Relevant Matters to Assess Environmental Effects

The CID Guidelines contain a checklist for identifying relevant matters to assess environmental effects of a
project.  This has been adapted to suit the Coopers Gap Wind Farm, and is included in (Appendix B).  The
checklist identifies the matters to be addressed, and the relevant sections in this IAR which address each matter.

It should be noted that the checklist contained in the CID Guidelines is a baseline for what an Initial Assessment
Report should address.  A number of potential issues that are specific to wind farms are identified in the draft
NWFD Guidelines (EPHC, 2010).  As such, the Draft NWFD Guidelines have also informed the methodology
adopted to prepare this IAR.

3.3 Compliance of Study Process with CID Process
It is intended that the Coopers Gap Wind Farm project will comply with all steps of the CID process, including
meeting the requirements for reporting and community engagement that are specified in the CID Guidelines.




