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6.0 Community Engagement

6.1 Introduction and Approach
Community engagement is a fundamental part of any Community Infrastructure Designation process.  As
identified in section 3.2, there are rigid community engagement requirements under the CID Guidelines.  It is
AGL’s intention that the community engagement activities undertaken for the Coopers Gap Wind Farm project will
be in accordance with the CID Guidelines.

Although members of the local community have been consulted during previous stages of this project, the
requirements of the CID Guidelines must still be followed.  This essentially means that stakeholders will have two
opportunities to provide formal feedback (in the form of submissions) to this Initial Assessment Report, and the
subsequent Revised Assessment Report.

A thorough description of community engagement requirements throughout the project is provided in section 3.2.
Newsletters and Fact Sheets will be distributed to the community at key stages of the project, providing
stakeholders with information relating to project timeframes, submission periods, community information days,
and guidance regarding where to find further information.

6.2 Community Engagement to Date
It is understood that previous proponents of the Coopers Gap Wind Farm, including Windlab and Investec
undertook some consultation activities with landowners and the general community in 2008.  The specific details
of this consultation are not available to the present study team.  Changes to the Coopers Gap Wind Farm project
(including proponent and project description) since 2008 provide a need to re-introduce stakeholders to the
project, and this IAR presents an ideal opportunity to initiate this.

AGL presently has agreements with all landowners involved in the Coopers Gap Wind Farm project, and has
maintained contact with these landowners since purchasing the project in 2008.  AGL has also consulted a
number of landowners and other interested parties within the area to answer questions about the project.  This
has also included discussions with South Burnett and Western Downs Regional Councils.

The study team held an Agency Reference Group (ARG) meeting in Kingaroy on 1 November 2010 to introduce
ARG representatives to the project, to outline general study timeframes, and to describe the CID process.  The
aim of this meeting was to ensure that relevant agencies and councils were familiar with the project and to
establish points of contact for the duration of the project.

Prior to the release of this IAR, representatives of the project from AGL and AECOM undertook site-based
consultation in the area surrounding the project site from 1 March to 3 March 2011.  This consultation has
established a baseline understanding of the general community sentiment in relation to the project, and has
enabled members of the community to further understand the proposed development, the CID process, and how
they can have input into the study.

Main themes arising from this initial community engagement were concerns around:

 Potential noise levels associated with the operational wind farm;
 Community health and wellbeing; and
 Property values.




