
Gas assisting with NSW’s  
energy security.
AGL is committed to ensuring a secure, reliable 
and affordable energy supply in NSW as we 
transition to a carbon constrained economy. This 
proposal is one way that AGL can assist NSW to 
manage its energy security and price. 

Gas fueled turbines operating in an open cycle 
arrangement are the most effective method 
of complementing intermittent renewable 
generation sources, such as wind and solar. 
As Australia transitions away from coal a gas 
turbine plant, such as Dalton, can ensure reliable 
generation is available to meet customer needs.

The government’s approval of the power station 
is due to expire on 30 June 2017. 

AGL will make a decision whether or not to proceed 
with the power station once we have considered 
a number of factors including the closure of coal 
fired power stations, and the introduction of 
new intermittent sources of energy.

Why Dalton was selected.
Dalton was selected as the preferred site for the 
proposed power station because of its proximity 
to electricity network connection at the 
Bannaby substation and the Moomba-Sydney 
gas pipeline connection, and the availability of a 
large rural site, largely shielded from homes and 
roads.

If built, the power station would be surrounded 
by a large buffer zone, to minimise the impact 
of operations on the local community. It would 
occupy less than 26 hectares (ha) of a 500 ha 
site. The site is currently leased for grazing and 
we expect to continue to provide land for this 
purpose if the power station is built. 
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Community Update  
on the AGL proposed 
Dalton Power Project. 

This community update provides information on 
AGL’s proposal to construct and operate a peaking 
power station four kilometres north of Dalton.

Project background.
In July 2012, the NSW Government approved AGL’s proposal to construct and operate a  
gas-turbine powered station of initially 750 megawatts and ultimately up to 1,000 
megawatts. Later that year, AGL suspended the proposed power station due to market 
conditions. 

More recently, the state’s energy requirements have changed and the need to ensure secure, 
reliable and affordable energy supply in NSW has become increasingly important.

With this in mind, AGL has lodged an application for extension to give time to further consider 
if the power station is required.

What is a peaking power station? 

A peaking power station is operated only when more energy supply is needed, not all of 
the time.

The project today.
The modification application is on exhibition until 31 March 2017 and you can provide 
feedback on it by accessing the Department of Planning and Environment’s website,  
www.majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au. Or viewing the documents during regular 
business hours at:

 » Department of Planning & Environment, Information Centre, Level 22, 320 Pitt 
Street, Sydney;

 » Upper Lachlan Shire Council, 123 Yass Street, Gunning;

 » Upper Lachlan Shire Council, 44 Spring Street, Crookwell; and

 » Nature Conservation Council, 14/338 Pitt Street, Sydney.

If granted, the extension will also allow AGL to consult with the local community, 
landholders and other stakeholders on potential modifications to the proposed power 
station that take into account new technologies and changing energy needs. If required 
following that review, AGL will lodge a request with government to modify the approved 
peaking power station.



What we heard and how we have responded.

During the environmental assessment of the proposed power station, various 
stakeholders including community members, provided feedback on the proposal.

This feedback included comments on noise, traffic, air quality, flora and fauna, 
visual impact and water supply. In response to this feedback, and in addition 
the rigorous regulatory assessments completed for the NSW Government, AGL 
completed additional studies and assessments, and made modifications to the 
project, including:

 » The NSW Government assessed the power station on a larger 1,500MW gas-
fired plant, and identified that the project would meet all NSW environmental 
guidelines, including guidelines for air quality even at this larger scale.

 » After additional investigations into groundwater (bore) sources, there was 
evidence that the bore water will be adequate for the project and won’t affect 
other bores, meaning trucking in external water supplies will not be required 
for the power station.

 » AGL will complete ongoing, real-time air quality monitoring during both 
construction and operation and will make this information publicly available on 
the project website. 

 » AGL commissioned targeted surveys to assess whether the migratory, 
threatened Golden Sun Moth (Synemon plana) is present in the project area. 
The survey confirmed that the Golden Sun Moth does not occur on the site. 
Additionally, AGL has developed a series of mitigation measures to ensure our 
activities can co-exist with the moth should it begin to occupy the site.

 » AGL completed a detailed traffic management plan, in order to manage 
impacts on the community both during construction and operation.  

AGL is committed to leaving a positive legacy in the communities in which we 
operate. In August 2012, we committed to establish a Community Enhancement 
Fund for a period of 40 years from the commencement of construction of the 
power station. The fund will support local community groups and members of 
the public to enhance the region and will be administered by Upper Lachlan Shire 
Council.

To find out more or request a meeting with AGL’s Community Relations 
team, please contact us:

Email: daltonpower@agl.com.au
Phone: 1800 039 600 
Web: www.agl.com.au/dalton

Our website includes lots of information on the proposal, including summaries of 
the environmental assessment, the submissions we received and how we have 
addressed issues raised in the design of the project.  


