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AGL is taking action toward creating a sustainable energy future for our investors, communities and customers. Key actions are: 

› Being Australias largest private owner and operator of renewable energy assets 

› Gaining accreditation under the National GreenPower Accreditation Program for AGL Green Energy®, AGL Green Living® and AGL Green Spirit 

› Being selected as a constituent of the FTSE4Good Index Series 

 

 

 

 

Project: Nyngan Solar Plant 

Meeting No: NY-CCC-02 

Date: Wednesday 5 February 2014 

Venue and Time: Nyngan RSL Auditorium 

Document: Meeting notes and actions 

Chair/Facilitator: John Murray (JM), Integrated Analysis 

Minutes: Rosa Han (RH), AGL 

AGL representatives: Adam Mackett (AGM), Project Manager 

Helena Orel (HO), Community Engagement 
Manager  

First Solar representatives: Gavin Randall (GR), Project Director 

Tony McSwaine (TM), Project Manager 

Committee Members: 
Di Brookes, Local community group 

 
Skye Dedman, Direct neighbour 

 
Ray Donald, Direct neighbour 

 
Tony Elias, Local business owner 

 
Kingsley Hunt, Resident 

 
Graham Jackson, Local business owner 

 
Cr. Kevin Ryan, Bogan Shire Council 

 
Don Cameron, Resident 

 
Veneta Dutton, Local Aboriginal Land Council 

Apologies: 
Cameron Knight, Mining interests/ resident 

Community observers in 
attendance: 

Approximately 15 

 

  



 

 

Nyngan CCC Meeting Minutes  5 February 2014 

 

2 

Meeting Minutes 
Item Action 

1. Welcome and introductions 

John Murray (JM) welcomed the CCC members and 

observers and made an acknowledgement of Country. 

JM discussed the meeting agenda and introduced 

Veneta Dutton to the CCC. Veneta is representing the 

Local Aboriginal Land Council on the CCC.  

The following guests were introduced to the CCC: 

 Felicity Taylor-Edwards, CEO of Regional 

Development Australia, Orana 

 Sarah Stanford, Project Manager, Regional 

Development Australia 

 Ian Stanford, Committee member, Regional 

Development Australia 

 Grant Christopherson, Regional Clean Energy 

Coordinator, Office of Environment and Heritage 

The following guests from First Solar were introduced to 

the CCC: 

 Tony McSwaine, Project Manager 

 Moran Stark, Construction Manager 

 Samantha Coras, Assistant Project Manager 

Cameron Knight’s meeting apology was provided. 

The meeting minutes from the November 2013 CCC 

meeting were accepted.  

JM provided an overview of the agenda. He also noted 

that the CCC meetings were open to the public. 

Observers were able to ask questions if time permitted 

however they are not be able to participate in active 

discussion or vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Terms of Reference 

The amended NCCC draft Terms of Reference (TOR) was 

discussed and accepted by the CCC. 

Ray Donald (RD) noted that the local land services 

group was formed on 1 January 2014 and asked AGL to 

contact the chairperson to invite him to participate on 

the CCC.  

  

 

AGL to contact 

chairperson of 

local land 

services group 

and invite him to 

participate on 

CCC.  
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3. Overview of Project Status 

AGL update, Adam Mackett (AGM) 

Adam Mackett (AGM) provided AGL’s overview of the 

project status. 

Please see presentation slides 4 to 7. 

Key points: 

 Work complete on the rural property access 

along the Barrier Highway. AGL currently in talks 

with RMS on the intersection treatment and this 

will be progressed in the coming weeks. 

 Consolidated Power Projects (CPP) is working on 

the overhead line, switchyard and substation 

(with the main transformer). The energy 

generated from the plant will go into the National 

Energy Market (NEM). 

 The switchyard and overhead lines will be 

handed over to Essential Energy once complete. 

 Overhead lines installation will start in March 

2014 with the delivery of poles and cables. 

 AGL is currently seeking approvals to cross the 

Barrier Highway and train line. 

AGM addressed the following rumours that he heard 

were circulating through town: 

 AGL is making the Council pay for the road work. 

AGL is paying for the road work 

 Workers must live in the camp to work on the 

plant. People do not have to live at 

accommodation camp to work on the project. 

 First Solar will be employing day release 

prisoners. There is no basis to this rumour. 

AGM urged CCC members to notify AGL if they hear any 

information that was concerning from the community. 

JM also noted that as a CCC member, it is part of their 

role to disseminate information to the community and if 

a community member is misinformed, to provide them 

with the correct information or direct them to AGL. 
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First Solar update, Gavin Randall (GR) 

See presentation slide 8-10. 

Temporary Workers Accommodation Camp – Hospital 

Road: 

 First Solar has leased the old hospital site which 

comes with 16 available rooms.  

 The site office will be based at the camp. 

 First Solar is aiming to have 50 rooms up and 

running by the end of next week.  

 Meals to workers will be provided by the Nyngan 

RSL. 

 150 rooms will be progressively established as 

the workforce builds up to 200. 

 The civil package has been awarded to WBHO, a 

Western Australian company. This includes civil 

work and establishing the site office. 

 The workforce will gradually increase in the 

coming weeks. 

Employment opportunities and the process involved: 

 All work on site will be subcontracted.  

 Hays Recruiting have been collecting names in 

their database from people who have expressed 

their interest in working on the plant. These 

names will be passed onto the subcontractors. 

 FKG are managing the temporary workers 

accommodation camp and the preparation of 

food. They are currently advertising for 

resources. 

 It is First Solar’s preference to hire local workers 

where possible.  

Questions: 

Q1. Where can we find contact details for Hays 

Recruiting and First Solar? 

A1. Contact details for Hays Recruiting and First Solar 

can be found on agl.com.au/nyngan  

This information was also included in the AGL 

community newsletter that was distributed to the town 

in January 2014. 

Q2. At the 2013 Nyngan Ag Expo, First Solar was 

distributing contact details for two recruitment 

companies. Are these suppliers still being used? 

A2. No, Hays Recruiting is the sole supplier. 

Q3. Has any local people been interviewed for a job and 

not been employed? 

A3. Tony McSwaine, First Solar (TM) answered that 

Hays Recruiting were in Nyngan today and visited the 

local employment agency.  
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He noted that FKG have started a recruitment campaign 

and he would be able to provide contact details to 

interested people. 

TM also noted that FKG and WBHO will be looking to 

source local resources where possible as they recognise 

the challenge of bringing workers from their home state. 

WBHO will be taking machines on site next week and 

they have already tapped into local resources by 

engaging Neill Earthmoving.   

He noted that if it is not possible to source the 

necessary resources from the local area, they will look 

at the outlying areas.  

Di Brooks (DB) noted that the Community Hub has 

organised a White Card training course to take place 

this week. There has been high interest in the course 

and a lot of people want to work on the plant.  
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4. Community Fund 

AGM noted that the Nyngan Solar Plant project is a 

marginal project and would not have been possible 

without the financial assistance of the Australian 

Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA) and the NSW 

Government.  

He noted that AGL has committed a community fund for 

the construction stage of the project. The purpose of 

this discussion was to gain an understanding from the 

community of what areas the fund could be used for 

that would create a lasting legacy in the local area.  

The CCC was invited to express their thoughts and ideas 

as to what the fund could be spent on.  

HO noted that a Community Fund Panel would be 

formed and the panel would shortlist applications and 

make recommendations to AGL. AGL will approve the 

successful applicants on the recommendation of the 

Panel subject to compliance with the guidelines set in 

place. 

HO noted that this discussion will not be minuted and 

instead, will be captured in a separate document that 

will be circulated to the CCC for their comments.  

Questions: 

Q1. Will there be a community fund when the solar 

plant is fully operational? 

A1. AGM answered that at this point in time, AGL has 

only committed to a community fund during the 

construction stage. The possibility of establishing an 

ongoing fund will be considered at a later stage by the 

Operations team who will be responsible for the plant 

once it becomes operational.  

First Solar Community Sponsorships: 

GR noted that First Solar will be sponsoring the local 

ruby league and rugby union teams. This is to 

encourage their workers to participate in sports in the 

town which helps promote community interaction. He 

also noted that First Solar is in talks with the local police 

about other sponsorship opportunities. TM noted that 

they are open to suggestions from the community about 

sponsorships.  

HO noted that this was separate to AGL’s Community 

Fund and AGL will be working with First Solar to ensure 

there is no overlap.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGL to develop 

the Construction 

Community Fund 

Guidelines based 

on discussion 

and circulate to 

CCC for review. 
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5.  Next meeting and close 

Any other business: 

Don Cameron (DC) had asked AGL prior to the CCC 

meeting why the 80km speed signs on the Barrier 

Highway were not being covered when no road works 

were occurring.AGM answered that there is still some 

work required on the rural property access and there is 

signage that needs to be erected. There will be speed 

limit reduction while there are works on the Barrier 

Highway. 

Skye Dedman (SD) commented that it was her 

preference for the 80km signs to remain. 

AGM noted that RMS would not allow for the speed 

reduction to remain and when works are fully complete, 

the speed limit will revert back to 110km.  

Questions: 

Q1. Can a meet and greet between the local community 

and the solar plant workers be arranged? 

A1. TM answered that he is in the process of organising 

an open day at the temporary workers accommodation 

camp. TM noted that if anyone would like to promote 

their ideas on integrating the workers with the local 

community, they are welcome to do this at the Open 

Day.  

Post meeting note: 

First Solar are organising an Open Day at the 

Temporary Workers Accommodation Camp for Saturday, 

15 March. For more information, please contact Tony 

McSwaine on 0438 191 785. 

TM noted that he had been living in Nyngan since 6th of 

January and his experience in Nyngan has been very 

positive. He expressed his thanks to the local 

community and the Council for their assistance.  

Next meeting: 

Date: Wednesday, 2 April 2014 

Time: 6pm – 8pm 

Location – RSL (Bowlers Bar if available) 

Closed meeting at 8:00pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGL to 

investigate 

Camp Open Day 

and advise CCC. 
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Action Item CCC meeting Status 

AGL to speak to chairperson of local 

land services group and invite to 

participate on CCC. 

February 2014 Open 

AGL to develop the Construction 

Community Fund Guidelines based on 

discussion and circulate to CCC for 

review. 

February 2014 Open 

AGL to investigate Camp Open Day and 

advise CCC. 

February 2014 Closed 

 


