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AGL maintains over 100 acres under vine in the Broke-Fordwich 

region of the Hunter, producing chardonnay, sauvignon blanc, 

semillon and verdelho, alongside our core holes and pilot wells.

You’ll also find us sponsoring the annual AGL Hunter Wine Excellence 

Scholarship, which gives NSW and local winemakers the chance to 

use grapes from AGL’s vineyards to enter wine shows. The prize is 

a study tour to Europe or North America to learn more about the 

craft.

AGL is still exploring for natural gas in the 
Hunter Valley. But while we are not producing 
gas at the moment, what we are doing is 
showing how we can operate sustainably in a 
community that already has well-developed 
agriculture, tourism and wine industries.

Simon Nagle: Keeping it local. 
The lifestyle and economy of the Hunter Valley has traditionally been based 
around resources and rural industry, and the way Simon Nagle sees it, AGL’s 
Hunter Gas Project is a natural fit for the region.

“Over the past few years the region has seen a downturn with the rise of the 
Australian dollar and the decline in coal prices,” says Simon, who as the owner 
of Valley Wide Electrical, been providing a variety of services to the Hunter 
Gas Project.

“We started doing work for AGL about five years ago around Broke and 
Bulga, looking after outbuildings, wells and pumps on the company’s rural 
properties.

“All my employees are local guys,” says Nagle, “and AGL supports that. AGL go out of their way to source whatever they can locally 
and they’ve asked me to use local electrical wholesalers wherever I can as well,” he says.

“I think AGL have tried really hard to get involved in the community, whether it’s the Singleton Show or community events, and they 
are always willing participants when it comes to helping out schools,” Simon says.

Simon Nagle from Valley Wide Electrical.
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Simon Bannister: Committed to the land.
In the Hunter Valley and Gloucester, we are farmers ourselves. 

It’s the job of Simon Bannister, AGL’s Upstream Gas Agriculture Manager, to keep track of it all, with the help of a team of five employees, all 
local to the areas in which they work.

A lifelong farmer who was a station manager in Queensland before joining AGL three years ago, Simon makes sure these ventures bring as 
much benefit to the local community as possible.

“We engage with local businesses and our agriculture department is really the representative of AGL in the Broke community. We invest 
locally and purchase locally where we can.”

“That can be anything from a small purchase at a local shop, hundreds of dollars a week to fuel our farm vehicles, or even buying farm 
equipment,” Simon says.

“Doing business locally is good business. When it comes to agriculture and the community, AGL is a progressive and engaging company,” he 
says.

Community investment. 
In FY 2013/2014, AGL’s Hunter Gas Project invested over $30,000 for the benefit of the local community through a number of 
initiatives, including:

 > the AGL Hunter Wine Excellence Scholarship using grapes from AGL’s Spring Mountain and Yellow Rock Estate vineyards and 
highlighting the talent of NSW and local winemakers,

 > key sponsor of the Singleton Agricultural show since 2012 and providing a new lighting and sound system for the showground,

 > sponsorship of the award for Business Innovation at the Singleton Business Chamber awards,

 > financial support towards initiatives at the Broke, Kirkton, Milbrodale and King Street Primary Schools,

 > support for the Hunter Valley Off Road Racing group, which holds an annual event to support children with cancer, and

 > our continued partnership with the Dungog Gresford Land and Beef Group.

Simon with part of AGL’s Hereford cattle herd.


