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Exploration activities 
help AGL understand the 
potential gas resource. 
Seismic surveys and 
drilling are two methods of 
gathering samples and data 
to understand the geology 
and gas of an area. A seismic 
survey maps the structure 

beneath the earth’s surface.  Artificially generated 
energy waves are created from a vibrating plate 
which is lowered to the ground from a tractor size 
truck.  The energy waves travel down into the earth 
and get reflected back to the surface from different 
rocks.  The reflected sound waves are detected by 
surface receivers, or geophones, which are placed in 
a grid pattern on the ground. Results from seismic 
surveys allow geologists to make a structural model 
of the sub-surface.  The data gathered will also 
assist in further understanding the hydrogeological 
(water) conditions present in the basin. Exploration 
drilling involves core and stratigraphic holes to collect 
geological samples and determine the coals thickness, 
gas composition, gas content and permeability. Pilot 
wells may be used to test whether gas will flow from 
the targeted coal seams.

What 
activities 
might AGL 
perform?

Who is my point of contact?
Stuart Galway, Land and Approvals 

Manager on (07) 3023 2489 
0407 788 412 

sgalway@agl.com.au 
AGL.com.au/galilee

About AGL

Formed in 1837, AGL Energy Ltd is Australia’s 
leading integrated renewable company, selling 
gas, electricity and energy related services to 
3.5 million customers across NSW, SA, VIC, 
and QLD.

AGL is committed to creating a sustainable 
energy future for our customers, investors 
and communities. The company is Australia’s 
largest private owner, operator and developer 
of renewable generation assets.

AGL is expanding its gas exploration and 
production to facilitate long term supplies 
for its domestic customers. In addition to the 
Galilee Gas Project, the company currently 
operates CSG production in the Camden 
Gas Project, and is exploring for CSG in the 
Gloucester and Hunter Gas Projects.

No. AGL’s Environmental 
Authority contains strict 
conditions which require 
any accessed sites to be 
rehabilitated and returned to a 
state as good as it was before 
AGL’s operations begin.
The Department holds a 
substantial bank guarantee for 

activities which are undertaken within the exploration 
area. The bank guarantee is held as security until the 
area has been rehabilitated to the Landowners and the 
Department’s satisfaction.

Will my land 
be left in a 
mess?



AGL has been exploring 
for coal seam gas in the 
Galilee Basin since 2008.  
Exploration activity has 
included seismic surveys, 
core holes and production 
test pilot wells, all of which 
are subject to environmental 
assessments and strict 

statutory regulatory approvals. AGL uses the best 
available science and technology to explore for 
and extract natural gas safely and to protect the 
surrounding environment. 

AGL undertakes to:
 › Respect your privacy, property 
and business activities;

 › Ensure our activities are well 
managed and cause minimal or 
no disruption to your daily life;

 › Take the time to understand the 
current and future land use of 
the proposed area;

 › Come to an agreement before 
any work occurs on your land;

 › Keep you fully informed at each 
stage of the exploration work; 
and

 › Answer any questions or 
concerns.

Coal seam gas (CSG) is 
natural gas held in coal 
seams beneath the earth’s 
surface. CSG is becoming 
an increasingly important 
energy resource as 
Australia transitions to a 
lower carbon economy. 
Electricity generated from 

CSG produces up to 55 percent less greenhouse gas 
emissions and uses up to two thirds less water than 
conventional coal-fired electricity generation.

What is 
CSG?

AGL’s 
approach

our work begins. AGL will sit down with you and plan 
suitable times and locations for our work. AGL is 
committed to helping the community understand our 
exploration activities and the management measures in 
place to protect the local environment

AGL respects the importance 
of your land to you and your 
family.  Every landowner 
has different needs and 
expectations and each 
project is different. AGL 
strives to work closely with 
landowners to ensure our 
activities can be conducted 

alongside other land uses. The best way to ensure our 
activities work with the operations of your property 
is to understand your needs early in discussions so 
that we can minimise the impacts of our work. Before 

An Authority to Prospect 
(or ATP) is an exploration 
permit granted by the 
Queensland Government 
to individuals and 
companies who wish to 
explore for petroleum, 
including gas. An ATP 
does not permit gas 

production (beyond small scale and temporary 
production tests) nor does it guarantee that the 
holder will be permitted to produce gas in the future, 
even if a discovery is made.  AGL holds ATP 529P 
in the Galilee Basin. This allows AGL to explore for 
CSG in the area covered by the permit. It does not 
entitle AGL to enter a property without a prior 
access agreement with the landholder. Before any 
exploration work can commence on your land the 
permit holder must enter into an access agreement 
with the landowner. This agreement states 
exactly what work may occur on your land and 
compensation arrangements for that work.

What is 
an ATP?

Project 
overview


