
Newcastle Community Dialogue 
Group

Tuesday, 3 June 2025
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We are meeting today in the Hunter Region of New South Wales on the lands of the Worimi People. 

We acknowledge the Worimi People as the Traditional Custodians of this land 
and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.



Agenda
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Open and welcome, apologies, 
declarations, previous minutes, 
business arising and 
correspondence 

1

2

3

Tomago Battery 
Project Update

AGL Update

4

General business, next 
meeting and close5Newcastle Gas Storage Facility 

latest news
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NGSF Update – this period
Open and welcome, apologies, declarations, previous 
minutes, business a rising and correspondence 

• No major incident, MTIs or LTIs

• Tank is full; 1.4 PJ

• Critical maintenance commenced

• Awaiting cooler weather to inject gas back to the 

grid
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NGSF – Since 2015
Open and welcome, apologies, declarations, previous 
minutes, business a rising and correspondence 

• No LTI or Serious Injury in 10 years

• One MTI – offsite in 2017

• License to operate from SafeWork NSW 

• No major PINs and notices from the regulators

• No breach of licenses

• Recognized by AWU for handling COVID while keeping the plant operational

• More than 100 local contractors

• Total LNG Liquefied: 10,770 TJ

• Total gas to Jemena HP network: 7,950 TJ

• Total gas to TAC: 5,300 TJ

• Total gas to local LP network: 4,179 TJ
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Hosting Joint Chemical Engineering Committee Members
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Environment update 
Open and welcome, apologies, declarations, previous 
minutes, business a rising and correspondence 
• Medowie Offsets Properties

o Lot 16 and Lot 20 Old Swan Bay Rd, Ferodale

o Each Lot is approximately 58 ha, under Conservation Agreement 
since 2016

o Contains a diverse array of wildlife including threatened species 
and ecological communities

o Supplementary native trees recently planted in Lot 20

o Recent rain has made parts of the property inaccessible, 
delaying scheduled track and fence maintenance

o NPWS has requested property access to assist with planned 
Hazard Reduction Burns in Autumn 2026

o Biodiversity Conservation Trust to inspect property next quarter

No environmental incidents or regulatory non-compliances during 
the reporting period
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Environment - Upcoming priorities
Open and welcome, apologies, declarations, previous 
minutes, business a rising and correspondence 

o EPL 20130 Annual Return Report

o FY25 Sustainability Report

o FY25 National Pollutant Inventory Report

o Annual review of Pollution Incident 
Response Management Plan

o 5 yearly air emissions stack testing of 
three boilers during gas send out
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Environment update – water monitoring (Amelia)
Groundwater and surface water sampling completed in accordance with the Operations Water Management Plan in 
March 2025 

• Two exceedances of adopted threshold but results consistent with previous monitoring

• Nitrate at MW19 (0.0

• Pending endorsement of change in frequency, next monitoring scheduled for March 2026.

• Recommendation to change frequency from 6 monthly to annual based on 

• robust data (20 monitoring rounds with baseline, construction and operational monitoring data)

• no increase in risk of environmental harm 

• low rate of change

Groundwater Well Exceedance Criteria Understanding of risk

MW14 Chromium (0.006 mg/L) Adopted Threshold (0.005 mg/L)
Drinking Water Guidelines (0.05 mg/L)

hexavalent chromium (<0.005 mg/L), the fraction associated with 
toxicity, below detection limits and drinking water criteria
Chromium source unknown but isolated 

MW19 Nitrate (0.05 mg/L) Adopted Threshold (0.02 mg/L)
Drinking Water Guideline (3 mg/L)

First time exceedance
No increasing trend
Below drinking water criteria



AGL in the Community
Jo Ferguson – Manager Community Relations
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The Newcastle Show
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Celebrating 10 Years of Operation at NGSF 
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Celebrating 10 Years of Operation at NGSF 
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10 years supporting our community 

• Hunter Region Botanic Gardens

• Native Animal Trust Fund

• Hunter Life Educations

• Tanilba bay & District Senior Citizens

• Hunter Breast Cancer Foundation

• Nelsons Bay Croquet Club

• Tilligery Arts Group

• Tomaree Neighbourhood centre

• Irrawang Public School 

• The Men’s Shed

• Port Stephens Koalas

• The Newcastle Fringe Festival

• The Newcastle Show

• Wahroonga Aboriginal Corporation

• Seaside Singers Community Choir of Port Stephens

• Port Stephens Family & Neighbourhood Services

• Bikers for Kids Toy Run

• Hunter Wildlife Rescue

• Caring for our Port Stephens Youth

• Soldiers Point Tennis Club

• Tomaree Museum Association

• Newcastle Toy Library

• Catholic Care Social Services

• Karuah Progress Association

• Tomaree Headland Heritage

• Jenny’s Place for Domestic Violence Victims

• Opera Hunter

• Westpac Rescue Helicopter Service  

• Survivour’s R Us Incorporated

• Newcastle NPL T-20
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AGL Update
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Priorities for FY 2025

Portfolio
Developing our renewable and firming capacity pipeline, 
including repurposing our existing thermal sites into 
energy hubs

Running our business exceptionally well, while 
maintaining a strong focus on health, environment 

and safety.

Business

Customers

Helping our customers decarbonise the way they 

live, move and work while transforming our 

retail business.





AGL’s current portfolio prioritises deployment of firming assets to 
meet immediate market needs, while also building renewable options

TYPE STATUS CAPACITY

IN OPERATION: 300 MW

Firming In operation 300MW

DEVELOPMENT PIPELINE: 7.0 GW

Firming Under construction 500MW

Firming In development 3.8GW

Renewable In development 2.7GW

EARLY-STAGE OPPORTUNITIES: 9.0 GW

Firming In development 5.6GW

Renewable In development 3.4GW

Total AGL Pipeline: 16.3 GW

TILT RENEWABLES DEVELOPMENT PIPELINE4  > 3.5 GW

Source: AEMO 2024 ISP

AEMO has forecast a requirement for ~24GW of 
storage capacity in the NEM by 2029-30

AGL’s current pipeline comprises ~10GW firming 
and ~6GW renewable opportunities 



AGL is focused on progressing firming assets in the Hunter region due 
to its favourable geographic characteristics

EXISTING 
OPERATIONS

NETWORK 
STRENGTH

PROXIMITY TO LARGE 
LOAD CENTRELiddell Battery

500 MW / 2hrs

Tomago Battery
500 MW / 4hrs

Muswellbrook 
Pumped Hydro
400 MW / 8hrs

Battery 
50 MW / 2hrs

Battery
170 MW / 2hrs

Battery 
150 MW / 2hrs

Battery
100 MW / 4hrs

Glenbawn
Pumped Hydro
770 MW / 10hrs

Glennies Creek
Pumped Hydro
623  MW / 10hrs

Legend

Existing development pipeline

New addition to pipeline*

Projects under construction

Potential project

Onshore Wind

Battery

Pumped Hydro

Note: includes both fully owned and joint venture projects, without PPAs.
*New additions to development pipeline since disclosed at the HY25 Result announcement on 12 February 2025.



AGL is pursuing a range of firming options, as no single asset class can 
meet all market needs 
A combination of firming assets will be required to support the energy transition 

Role of Asset Batteries 
(2-4 hrs)

Gas Powered 
Generation 

Pumped Hydro
(8+ hrs)

Wholesale Market Services ✓ ✓ ✓

Ancillary Services ✓ ✓ ✓

Lead time to Operation Fast Medium Long

Expected asset life 20 years 40 years 50+ years

ESG considerations End-of-life Carbon emissions Footprint

• Batteries provide wide ranging services and can be deployed quickly but are 
commercially limited to 4 hours storage duration 

• Gas generation provides unlimited firming capacity with sufficient fuel supply but 
requires a medium lead time to reach commercial operations

• Gas generation also produces emissions, which must be offset 

• Pumped hydro can provide long duration storage but requires a significant lead time 
to reach commercial operations 

• The long asset life and large footprint also present challenges for investors, 
approvers and local stakeholders 



500 MW Liddell Battery on track for early 2026
250 MW expected to be operational in early 2026; remaining 250 MW expected by April 2026

500 MW / 1,000 MWh
Grid-forming battery with a 20-year asset life. 
Fluence is the EPC provider. 

Site mobilisation successfully completed
Bulk civil earthworks are progressing. This includes cut-and-fill operations, bench 
preparation, and the installation of stormwater and drainage systems. Transgrid has 
commenced civil works at the switchyard and battery substation. 

Capex on target
50% already invested with delivery of battery main components complete. Estimated 
construction cost of $750m funded on AGL’s balance sheet utilising operating cash flow, 
existing debt facilities (including green capex loans)

Commencement of operations expected in early 2026
~30% complete with 1,055 battery cubes on site. Next milestone is the major equipment 
delivery and generation registration completion. Phased implementation with 250 MW 
expected to be operational in early 2026 and the remaining 250 MW expected by April 2026. 

Expanding on our extensive development expertise
Incorporating experience from the delivery of the 250 MW Torrens Island and 50 MW 
Broken Hill battery projects

1)  Total estimated construction cost of approximately $750m includes engineering, procurement and construction costs, project management costs, overheads, contingency, and interest during  
construction  

1,055 battery cubes delivered

to the Liddell Battery layout area

AGL Energy FY25 Half-Year Results | 12 February 2025 21
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Tomago Battery Project
500MW/2000MWh (4 hours duration)
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Construction 
Q2 2026-2028

Operational 
from 2028

AGL RTS 

Response 30

June 2024

Public 

Exhibition 28 

days to 13 

Dec 2023

EIS Submission 

16 Nov 2023

SSD 

Approval

8 Nov 

2024



Updates
• 132kv Transmission Line Route selected.

• AGL received approval

• to enable staging of the Fire Safety Study (FSS) under Condition B28 so that approval of the final 
FSS for the battery components is not required until the components, are due to be installed and 
energised.

• to update the species credit requirements based on additional surveys under Condition B11 

• AGL and Port Stephens Council to enter into a Voluntary Planning Agreement to be advertised 10/7-
6/8  and executed by Council 10/9 

• Management Plans being prepared:

• Biodiversity Management Plan (Condition B13) - Site visit scheduled with Conservation Programs, 
Heritage and Regulation (formerly BCS) 

• Cultural Heritage Management Plan – 28 day exhibition closed 10/5. Consultation with Heritage 
NSW and Aboriginal stakeholders

• Environmental Management Strategy to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary

• Soil and Water Management Plan in consultation with the Water Group

• Other Management plans to be prepared by Construction contractor, including FSS, emergency 
management plan and traffic management plan 

 



Questions
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Thank you!
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