Energy in
action:

When a coal seam gas well is no longer required, it must be decommissioned
and the site fully rehabilitated.

Well decommissioning is undertaken to standards set in the NSW Government’s
Code of Practice for Coal Seam Gas (Well Integrity) which has been established
“to ensure that well operations are carried out safely, without risk to health and
without detriment to the environment”.

The code of practice requires that coal seam gas well decommissioning
ensures “the environmentally sound and safe isolation of the well, protection
of groundwater resources, isolation of the productive formations from other
formations, and the proper removal of surface equipment.”

The code of practice requires that:

)

)

>

)

The well-head equipment is removed.

The ‘beneficial aquifers’ — the subsurface water that is used by farmers —
are kept isolated from the coal seams.

The coal seams are isolated from other aquifers.

Risk to future mining of the coal seams is minimised.

In rehabilitating its well sites, AGL will ensure:

>

)

The equipment at the top of the well is safely removed,

Purpose-specific cement, which complies with the standards set by the
Code of Practice, is placed inside the well from bottom to top in stages.
The impermeable cement seals the wellbore and adds to the integrity of
the well casing which already has several layers of steel and cement,

The well casing is cut off, at least 1.5 metres below the surface, so that it
does not interfere with agricultural and other future land uses

A steel cap, containing data such as the name of the well, the exact
location, the well depth and when it was decommissioned, is attached
to the top of the casing. This information also is recorded by the NSW
Government so that accurate records can be maintained.

The site is rehabilitated to the satisfaction of the land owner and our
licence requirements.

A Stratford exploraton well.

About us

Drawing on over 175 years

of experience, AGL serves its
customers throughout eastern
Australia with meeting their
energy requirements, including

gas, electricity, solar PV and
related products and services. AGL
has a diverse power generation
portfolio including base, peaking
and intermediate generation plants,
spread across traditional thermal
generation as well as renewable
sources including hydro, wind, solar,
landfill gas and biomass.


https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/csg-wellintegrity_sd_v01.pdf

Step 1
(non-perforated cased well)

Well casing =
HOMMAETEET A purpose-designed cement slurry is
placed to full depth in stages and allowed

to set, filling length of entire well.
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Not to scale. Well depth = 610m

Step 1

(perforated cased well)

The first 200m-long cement plug is
injected and allowed to set for at least
six hours. Itis then pressure-tested
before adding the next cement plug.
Cement then placed in additional stages
to full depth and allowed to set.

Step 2

Well casing cut to at least 1.5m below
ground level.

Well casing = 140mm
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Step 3

Information plate welded to well casing,
B ALUNOESIBNEAL  sealing it. This data, including

coordinates, is sent to relevant
government agencies.

For further information visit agl.com.au
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Energy in
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Site rehabilitated to the satisfaction of
the landholder and in accordance with

licence conditions.
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