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Media Release  

 

CWA, dairy industry and AGL CEO sign landmark 

agreement on CSG land access 

10 September 2015  

The pre-eminent rural and regional women’s association in NSW, the Country Women’s 
Association (NSW), along with the dairy industry group Dairy Connect and AGL Energy 
Limited (AGL) Managing Director and CEO, Andy Vesey, today became the latest 
signatories to landholder access principles that ensure private agricultural landholders’ 
wishes are respected in the conduct of coal seam gas drilling operations. 

The new signatories join Santos Ltd, the NSW Farmers Association, Cotton Australia and 
the NSW Irrigators Council who, along with AGL, signed the original “Agreed Principles of 

Land Access” in March 2014. 

“AGL is delighted that the CWA and Dairy Connect, as representatives of agricultural 
businesses, landholders and rural and regional families, have become signatories to this 
important declaration that formalises a collaborative approach between farmers and their 
industry associations, along with AGL and Santos,” said Mr Vesey. 

“These principles reinforce AGL’s longstanding approach to working cooperatively with 

landholders and the communities where we work and live, in relation to our natural gas 
drilling operations,” he said. 

The principles state: 

› Any landholder must be allowed to freely express their views on the type of 
operations that should or should not take place on their land without criticism, 
pressure, harassment or intimidation. A landholder is at liberty to say “yes” or “no” 
to the conduct of coal seam gas drilling operations (Operations) on their land; 

› Gas companies confirm that they will respect the landholder’s wishes and not enter 
onto a landholder’s property to conduct Operations where that landholder has 
clearly expressed the view that Operations on their property would be unwelcome; 
and 

› The parties will uphold the landholder’s decision to allow access for Operations and 
do not support attempts by third party groups to interfere with any agreed 

Operations. The parties condemn bullying, harassment and intimidation by third 

party groups and individuals in relation to the agreed Operations. 

“AGL understands the importance of successfully working side by side farmers and local 
communities, as we have done for 14 years at our Camden Gas Project, where our wells 
can be found co-existing safely with dairies, farms and horse studs,” Mr Vesey said.  

The Camden and Gloucester Gas Projects currently have more than 50 landholder 
agreements in place. 
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Further inquiries: 

Craig Middleton, Senior Communications 
Manager 
Direct: +61 2 9921 2398 
Mobile: +61 (0) 455 095 192 
email: craig.middleton@agl.com.au 

 

 

 

About AGL 

AGL is one of Australia’s leading integrated energy companies. It is taking action to responsibly reduce 
its greenhouse gas emissions while providing secure and affordable energy to its customers. Drawing 
on over 175 years of experience, AGL serves its customers throughout eastern Australia with meeting 
their energy requirements, including gas, electricity, solar PV and related products and services. AGL 
has a diverse power generation portfolio including base, peaking and intermediate generation plants, 
spread across traditional thermal generation as well as renewable sources including hydro, wind, 
solar, landfill gas and biomass.  
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