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Office
of Water

Mr Howard Reed
Manager, Mining
Department of Planning and Infrastructure
GPO Box 39 Sydney, NSW 2001

Contact Mark Simons

Phone 02 4904 2572

Mobile 0447 429 336

Fax 02 4904 2503

Email mark.simons@water.nsw.gov.au

Our ref ER20966

Your ref DA 183−8−2004i − MOD2

Attention: Clay Preshaw

Dear Mr Reed

Camden Gas Project − Stage 2 − Modification of Development Consent: Mt Taurus−
Harness Racing Club − DA 183−8−2004i − MOD2

l refer to your letter of the 31 November, 2011, inviting comment on the Environmental Assessment
(EA) for the above project. NOW has reviewed the EA and provides detailed comments in
Attachment A, with recommended conditions of approval in Attachment B.

Section 1.3 of the EA discusses the approvals framework, regarding a Part 4 development
consent, modified by the minister under Section 75W of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act and clause 8J(8) of the EP&A Regulation. Advice provided by your department is
that a modification assessed under this framework is not an approved project under Part 3A.
Consequently Section 75U of the EP&A Act does not apply, so this project is not exempt from
requiring activity approvals. This conflicts with statements made within the EA at Section 3.4.2(iii).
As a result, Water Management Act Work Approvals and Use Approvals will be required for this
activity. An Aquifer Interference Activity Approval may also be required. Controlled Activity
Approvals will not be required, as the activity is to be undertaken in accordance with a petroleum
title in force under the
http://www.leqislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1991%20
AND%20no%3D84&nohits=yPetroleum (Onshore) Act 1991, and these activities are exempt under
clause 39 of the Water Management (General) Regulation 2011

If you have any enquiries regarding this matter please contact Mark Simons on 4904 2572

Yours sincerely

Mark Mignanelli
Manager, Major Projects, Mines and Assessment
18 November 2011

F ....

1 Depa,dment of Planning
i Nece ived;
i 24 NOV /.011

Scan ning Room

Level 3, 26 Honeysuckle Drive, Newcastle NSW 2300 | PO Box 2213 Dangar NSW 2309

t (02) 4904 2500 | f (02)4904 2503 | WWW.Water.nsW.gov.au

PCU028273PCU028273



ATTACHMENT A

NOW COMMENTS ON ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
CAMDEN GAS PROJECT − STAGE 2 − MODIFICATION OF DEVELOPMENT CONSENT: MT

TAURUS − HARNESS RACING CLUB − DA 183−8−20041− MOD2

Water Licences under the Water Management Act and Water Act.

The Water Management Act 2000 (WMA) governs sustainable and integrated management of
water sources across the State. Licensing of water is regulated under the Water Management Act
2000 for areas which are subject to a Water Sharing Plan, and the Water Act 1912 for water
sources not covered by a Water Sharing Plan. At present, the Water Sources targeted for
dewatering by the proponent are regulated under the Water Management Act 2000, under the
Water Sharing Plan for the Greater Metropolitan Region Groundwater Sources 2011. AGL have
obtained a Water Act 1912 licence (10BL604888) for the proposed bore which will be converted to
a Water Management Work Approval if the project is approved. An Aquifer Interference Policy is
currently under development. Although an Aquifer Interference Approval system is not currently in
place, the proponent must discuss the need for such an approval prior to commencement iof the
activity.

The EA does not discuss the expected volume of water to be produced from this well, or address
whether the existing entitlement held by AGL is sufficient for this new well. Prior to commencing
any pumping, the need for additional entitlement must be determined and the work approval linked
to a valid access licence.

Bore Construction

Construction of all wells must be undertaken by a driller holding a water drillers licence, valid in
New South Wales. It is recommended that a condition requiring this, and stating the requirements
for construction and reporting requirements be included in the consent conditions.

Groundwater Monitoring and Aquifer Connectivity

The EA fails to discuss the behaviour of groundwater systems, the impact of the current AGL
operations on these systems, or the likely impact of the additional extraction. However, Water
Licence conditions for bores associated with the Camden Gas production borefield require the
development of a Groundwater Management Plan by July 2012. The Office of Water has met with
AGL on 16 November 2011 to discuss the preparation of this plan. The Office of Water will ensure
monitoring and reporting requirements are met through this plan.

End Attachment A
18 November 2011
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ATTACHMENT B

NOW COMMENTS ON ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
CAMDEN GAS PROJECT − STAGE 2 − MODIFICATION OF DEVELOPMENT CONSENT: MT

TAURUS − HARNESS RACING CLUB − DA 183−8−2004l − MOD2

Water Licencing Requirements

Prior to commencement of any pumping, the proponent must demonstrate that they hold
sufficient entitlement to account for extraction from the all their current expected operations.

Prior to commencing any pumping from this bore, the work approval resulting from the
conversion of Water Act Licence 10BL604888 must be linked to a valid access licence.

Bore Construction

Investigations of groundwater occurrence are to be conducted such that all water bearing
horizons and zones of fracturing, fissuring or weakness within all of the strata intersected by
drilling are to be identified and documented for all of the boreholes used in the project.

Caliper and video logs (and any other geophysical logs considered necessary by the NSW
Office of Water) shall be run for the full length of each hole following the completion of
drilling by suitably qualified professionals experienced in the methods and techniques
required.

Geological logs are to be prepared for the full length of each hole by suitably qualified
professionals experienced in the methods and techniques required.

The borehole drilled for the project are to be constructed with annular seals so as to isolate the
horizons from which coal seam gas is to be drawn from overlying and underlying strata that are
used, or potentially may be used, for water supply purposes.

The materials used in the sealing of the annular spaces of boreholes shall not be of a
composition that poses a risk of pollution to groundwater as defined by the dictionary
meaning of 'water pollution' or 'pollution of waters' within the Protection of the Environment
Operations Act 1997 (NSW).

Cement bond logs (and any other geophysical logs considered necessary by the NSW
Office of Water) shall be run for the full length of each hole after annular sealing by suitably
qualified professionals experienced in the methods and techniques required.

Documentary evidence of the integrity of seals placed to isolate the horizons from which
coal seam gas is to be drawn from other strata is to be provided to the NSW Office of Water
prior to the commencement of operation.

On completion of bore construction, a pumping test assessment should be undertaken to the
satisfaction of the Office of Water.

End Attachment B
18 November 2011
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